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Amendments to the Claims 

Claims 1-30 (Canceled). 

31 (Currently Amended) A method of converting sheet material into a 

of dun „Z— ^^nrTe^imenstena, ^^^"^^ 

advano^nheeUnTehal through the forming assemhiy .rttl n P Pd assembl y 

■ — down r """ fr"" ffls forming assembly , 

J^^T* advancing the sheet material includes moving gnppers 

together through a transfer region in opposition to one another to coop^ratrvely gnp 
hereon he dunnage strip and advance the dunnage strip through the transfe 
egL while gsmsfteUtodlliM^^ 

Zone oft^Wsla^r-*^ 35 ^ 

grlppers are moved through the transfer region. 

32 (Original) The method as set forth in claim 31, wherein the step of 
capturing the strip of dunnage between the opposing grippers includes deform.ng 
opposite sides of the strip of dunnage. 

33 (Original) The method as set forth in claim 31, wherein the step of 
moving the grippers together includes moving the grippers through the transfer region ,n 
ZZLily IL vet paired raialion for gripping and advancing the strip of dunnage. 

34 (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 31 , wherein 

„ tozst&summmjm^ ^ m ^ incu^m op P os,n g 

grippers thtf transversely overlap while advancing the strip of dunnage. 
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35 (Original, The method as set forth in claim 31, wherein the gripped 
ed n llse* opposed sets o. grippers disposed on opposite transverce 

-zszzzzzzz- 

transfer region. 

36 (Currently Amended) The method asset forth in claim 31, wherein 
,„e pulling assembly further includes a set of transfer assemblies having connected 
ZZ the respective sets of grippers, and the step of moving the gnppers mdudes 

using the transfer assemblies to move the grippers toward each othe a the 
ZTTend of the transfer region to tranaverseiy engage .he strip of dunnage an 
CI each other a. the downstream end of the transfer regfcn to reiease the stnp 

of dunnage. 

37 (Original) The method as set forth in claim 36, wherein the step of 
^.ving the grippers includes moving tha grippers along a non-circular tin opposite 
relation to one another and, as the grippers move along the non-crcutar path ,n 
opposing relation, sequentially transversely engaging the atrip of dunnage 
ulbeLen on opposKe aides thereof for advancing therewith the slop of dunnage. 

38 (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 37, wherein 
m ., T ^ ^ ifae prions includes releasing QPPoamg gHppa , movmg 
dev JL an ~BhLen-u c ulu , pull, ^e«e the strip of dunnage im>s!mmcSm 
^^^Z^ZZZZ sly with or after opposing grippers moving 
^Srcuiar path, upstream o, the non-oircuiar path, transversely engage the 



strip of dunnage. 
39. 



„ (Currently Amended) The method as set forth in claim 37, wherein 
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^^^^_^ e ^ te ^ fete ^ the strip of dunnage d^Mrem^ 
dwmstremfl-oHhe-non^u,.. K — opposing grippers moving 

dunnage. 

40 (Current Amended) The method as set forthm «m» ■ 
sy n ch r oniz e d . 

4, (Origin* Theme.hodasse.forthinolaimSl.whereln.hestepof 

k . »„ unstream end of tha foxing assembly theraby grading the strip of 

between the opposing sets of grippers. 

42 (Currently Amended) The method as se, forth in Cairn 31 . wherein 
,ne nriooers are arranged in transversely opposed flrst and saoond sets of gnppera 
ZZZLJ™ - and second gripper carriages disposed on oppose 

the vn* set o, grippers aiong a firs, non-circuiar pa* and moving — * e 
second set of grippers in synchronous relation to the movement ,n the firs, 
nrinnprs alona a second non-circular path; and 

9 W wht n portions of tha ft* and second paths are imposed to da ne 
^erebleen the transfer region and wherein the step o, advancing 



region. 
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. H , The met hod as set forth in claim 42. wherein 

another. 

Claims 44-64 (canceled). 
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